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1. Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this information, including 
accompanying documents, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contains all the 
relevant facts relating to the request for the information, and such facts are true, correct, and complete. 
 

Scott Wittkopf               1/31/14 

 Scott Wittkopf, Chair 

 

2. Please see attachment 1 - “Filed” Articles of Incorporation stamped by the Wisconsin Department of 

Financial Institutions on September 26, 2012. 

3. Activities – Forward Institute activities can be divided into two areas of focus: public policy research 

and communications development research. Specifics for each activity are addressed below. 

Public Policy Research 
 a. In our first full year, Forward Institute has completed three research studies on a critical 
public policy issue in Wisconsin – public education. All three have received statewide acknowledgement 
and underwent an extensive peer review before release. The studies and full data sets are all publicly 
available on the Forward Institute website. Completed titles include “Wisconsin School Report Card 
Study 2012,” Wisconsin Budget Policy and Poverty in Education,” and “Habitual Truancy and School 
Report Cards in Milwaukee.” There is a fourth study in progress regarding a longitudinal study of the 
Wisconsin School Funding Formula, and two additional studies planned for 2013. Future topics include 
an examination of the association between school funding and student outcome, and an examination of 
hypothesized student selection bias in private charter and voucher schools in Milwaukee. 
 
 b. The research activities are led by Scott Wittkopf, Chair of Forward Institute with assistance 
from highly qualified researchers and academics.  
 
 c. To date, those experts include Michelle Robinson (Fellow at the Wisconsin Center for 
Education Research at the University of Wisconsin-Madison), Kirstie K. Danielson (Assistant 
Professor, Division of Transplant Surgery and Departmental Affiliate, Division of Epidemiology & 
Biostatistics, University of Illinois - Chicago), Richard Williams (Professor of Sociology, Notre Dame 
University), and Molly Hunter (Director of Education Justice, Education Law Center, Trenton New 
Jersey). Scott Wittkopf attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison studying Political Science and 
Philosophy and has been involved in Wisconsin public policy issues for over one decade. 
 



 d. Research is conducted primarily via electronic means, downloading data from Forward 
Institute-approved sources (government or academic raw data in excel or other CV format). Analyses 
conducted using standard statistical software. The writing of reports can occur anywhere a laptop is Wi 
Fi accessible. 
 
 e. Research is conducted as required by the proposal timeline agreed upon by the 
commissioning parties and Forward Institute. 
 
 f. The research activity is highly significant, in that our bylaws require all of our activities 
regarding public policy recommendations and communications work to be based on evidence-based 
research, not ideology. It is also required that research be conducted using only original sourced data 
and must be independently peer-reviewed before release.  
 
 g. A research study may be commissioned by any person or organization meeting the following 
criteria: 

1. The topic and purpose of the study must be relevant to current public policy issues in 
Wisconsin, and must attempt to resolve, through data analyses, significant questions pertaining 
to the policy issue. 

2. Forward Institute maintains full control over the study methodology and data 
collection process. In addition, Forward Institute reserves the right to issue public statements 
clarifying or correcting any misrepresentation of the final report. 

3. A grant award to conduct a study on behalf of any party does not guarantee that 
study results will necessarily support the policy position advocated by any person or group. 
Forward Institute will only report the results appropriate to the analyses, and as confirmed 
through peer review processes. 

4. Grants must be paid in full before a study commences.  
5. The party commissioning the study must have an established record of ethical 

conduct and professional behavior based on reasonably accepted standards as concerns public 
policy work and advocacy. 

6. Forward Institute does not conduct research on behalf of any political candidate, 
party, or partisan organization. 

 
 h. Chair of Forward Institute, Scott Wittkopf, has been lead author on each study to date. For 
each study, appropriate grant funding has accounted for moderate compensation for Mr. Wittkopf. The 
remainder of the Board of Directors votes to authorize payment to Mr. Wittkopf for services to the 
organization, as well as authorizing for public release of the studies after the peer review process is 
complete. In all cases, Mr. Wittkopf abstains from voting to authorize any measure concerning studies 
he is authoring. No organizational Directors are involved in commissioning a study. Mr. Wittkopf 
represents 14% of the current Board of Directors. 
 
 i. In each case, organizations interested in Forward Institute research work have approached us 
with a policy question and interest in commissioning a study. As lead author and research coordinator, 
Mr. Wittkopf seeks out expert collaborators depending on the specific research need. See (c) above. 
 
 j. There is no paid advertisement for any study release. All reports have been released through 
public press conferences and press releases (see attachment 2 for example), and on the Forward 
Institute web site. 
 



k. The research fee is dependent upon a number of factors. The number of researchers involved, the 
overall scope of the research (an 8-year longitudinal study will cost more to conduct than a simple 
regression analysis), and the time needed to conduct the research are all major factors in determining 
the appropriate fee. Here are the fees to date for each study: 
 

Wisconsin School Report Card Study 2012 - $2,000 – one paid researcher, multiple regression 
analyses, 17 pages, 3 months to complete. 
 
Budget Policy and Poverty in Education - $5,000 – one paid researcher, multiple regression 
analyses and economic data, 57 pages, 6 months to complete. 
 
Habitual Truancy in Milwaukee Schools - $2,000 – one paid researcher, multiple regression 
analyses, 20 pages, 5 months to complete. 
 
Funding Equity in Wisconsin (in progress) - $11,400 – two paid researchers, 8 year longitudinal 
study, estimate 30 pages upon completion, estimate 6 – 7 months to complete. 

 
 
l. The exempt purpose of the Forward Institute is to educate and inform the public on critical public 
policy issues in Wisconsin. The education studies we have completed have provided many new and 
critical insights which are helping to shape public policy based on best evidence and data. 
 
m. As lead author and researcher, Scott Wittkopf has received modest compensation for this work, and 
abstains from voting on any matter pertaining to said research. In addition, Michelle Robinson (see 
qualifications above) is currently receiving payment as co-researcher on the “Funding Equity in 
Wisconsin” study in progress. 
 
n. Currently, 100% of Forward Institute’s operating funds are received through these research grants. 
 
o. Currently, 80% of Forward Institute’s funds are used to support research efforts. 
 
p. Currently, 50% of Forward Institute’s total time is dedicated to research efforts. 
 
Communications Development Research 
 
a. Forward Institute is working in consultation with world renowned linguistics and cognitive scientist 
George Lakoff to develop innovative and research-based methods of communications through effective 
use of language. This communication is for the purposes of educating the public on the results of our 
research activities (detailed above) to the greatest efficacy, and sharing our methods and results with 
other policy organizations statewide through communications training sessions. 
 
b. The primary people conducting and leading this activity comprise the Messaging and Communications 
Committee of Forward Institute and Professor George Lakoff. The Messaging Committee is comprised of 
Linda Pfeiffer, Scott Swanson, Diane Soles, and Marga Krumins.  
 
c. George Lakoff, PhD, faculty at the University of California – Berkeley is recognized as a worldwide 
pioneer in cognitive and linguistic sciences. Linda Pfeiffer is a Doctoral student with a joint research 
appointment in the Schools of Mass Communications and Environmental Resources at the University of 



Wisconsin – Madison. Scott Swanson holds an EdD from the University of Wisconsin – Madison. Diane 
Soles holds a Master’s degree and teaches Sociology at Madison College (Madison, Wisconsin). Marga 
Krumins holds a BS with concentrations in philosophy and speech, and holds advanced degrees in IT 
Development. 
 
d. To date, communications development training has taken place on policy issues in Black River Falls, 
Milwaukee, Menasha, and Madison (Wisconsin). Future development training based on our research will 
be conducted as interest and need arises. 
 
e. Communications development activities are conducted when there is a need or request, and a 
sufficient number of attendees can be present. 
 
f. The activity is highly significant. The results of our research will have no impact or value unless 
communicated effectively and accurately. 
 
g. The communications development training, while open to the public (as is all of our research and 
work), is focused on organizations and individuals who are involved or interested in public policy issues 
specific to Wisconsin. Individuals or organizations must NOT be involved in a campaign or candidate’s 
campaign, or partisan activity. Forward Institute is committed to educating and communicating the 
“evidence over ideology” regarding public policy issues. 
 
h. No one associated with Forward Institute receives any money at this time in the conducting of 
communications development. We are, however, pursuing funding opportunities which would provide 
for a modest stipend or honorarium to cover costs for Forward Institute representatives conducting 
such programs. 
 
i. The participants are invited by the organizers who work with Forward Institute to conduct the 
communications development training. The public is also welcome at these programs. 
 
j. To date, no event has been advertised to the public. Information is distributed by organizers through 
email lists, social media, and word of mouth. 
 
k. To date, there has been no fee charged, or fee structure established for this program. The intent is to 
be open and available to the public regardless of ability to pay. We have, however, begun discussing as a 
Board the possibility of charging a nominal fee per person on a sliding scale. Any such implementation 
would be done with thorough review and a vote by the Board of Directors, and be posted to the public 
on our website. 
 
l. Our exempt purpose is to educate and inform regarding critical public policy issues based on our 
research. Effective communications and language are critically important to furthering that purpose. It is 
also critical that these methods be based on the most effective science and research available. 
 
m. No income is distributed to any individual for this activity. 
 
 
 
 
 



n. Currently, 0% of our funds are generated from communications development research. 
 
o. Currently, 20% of our total funds are dedicated to communications development research. 
 
p. Currently, 50% of our total time is dedicated to communications development research. 
 
4. Goods or services provided to individuals: 
 
a. Forward Institute provides two types of services to individuals, policy research studies and 
communications research development seminars (see #3 above for specific details). Research studies 
are delivered both electronically and hard copy versions of reports based on the research conducted. All 
commissioned research is released to the public and is available at no cost on our website along with all 
raw data used for research purposes. Communications research development services are delivered in 
the form of seminars or technical instruction for participants invited by host organizations. Events are 
also open to the public at no fee. 
 
b. The final recipients for our research study are the public at large, and we make every effort to make 
the complete report and data sets available to the public through our website and statewide media 
outlets and public press conferences. Recipients of communications development seminars are invited 
by organizations and individuals who have an interest in hosting such programs, and are open to the 
public. The only prohibition on communications development services is that Forward Institute does not 
offer services to partisan candidates, campaigns, or individuals/groups. 
 
c. In regard to communications development training and research studies, a participating organization 
or individual must satisfy Forward Institute that they are not representative of any partisan candidate or 
campaign, and that they have a reasonable history of ethical work in the area of Wisconsin public policy 
issues.  
 
d. There is no fee for the goods or services listed. All information is made available at no charge to the 
public. 
 
e. N/A (see d, above). 
 
f. N/A (see d, above). 
 
g. N/A (see d, above). 
 
h. N/A (see d, above). 
 
i. The individuals who present the research studies and communications development seminars are 
listed in detail in #3, parts “b” and “c” above, for each respective activity area. 
 
j. N/A (see d, above). 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Goods and services to organizations: 
 
a. Forward Institute provides two types of services to organizations, policy research studies and 
communications research development seminars (see #3 above for specific details). Research studies 
are delivered both electronically and hard copy versions of reports based on the research conducted. All 
commissioned research is released to the public and is available at no cost on our website along with all 
raw data used for research purposes. Communications research development services are delivered in 
the form of seminars or technical instruction for participants invited by host organizations. Events are 
also open to the public at no fee. 
 
b. There is no fee to organizations for receiving these services. As for research studies, once the study 
commission grant is paid (as described in detail in #3, k, above), the report is public and free to access or 
download electronically. 
 
c. There is no fee for communications development services. As for research, there is no fee to receive 
or access a completed study for any organization. Fees to commission research services are described in 
#3, k, above).  
 
d. N/A (see c, above). 
 
e. N/A (see c, above). 
 
f. N/A (see c, above). 
 
g. Principle recipients of Forward Institute research studies to date have been 501(c) (3) organizations, 
as verified through IRS documentation by lead researcher Scott Wittkopf before the research proposal is 
approved and grant funding accepted. This practice will continue for future research. Though it is not a 
requirement that research be conducted on behalf of a 501(c) (3), Forward Institute does not conduct 
research on behalf of for-profit organizations or entities. This is verified through state corporate 
registration records available on the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions online database.  As 
the study reports are then made public, any organization has ultimate access to the research.  Recipients 
of communications development work have been both 501(c) (3) and non-501(c) (3) organizations as 
verified through IRS documentation. The same policy exists as for research, in that Forward Institute 
does not provide these services to for-profit organizations or entities. 
 
6. Limitations on the provision of goods and services – Forward Institute services (research and 
communications development) are limited in that commissioning or requesting organizations and 
individuals must be from a non-profit organization which does not represent or engage in partisan 
political activity or campaigning on behalf of any candidate. It is our policy to release all of our work to 
the public for transparency and full disclosure, as our mission requires us to educate the public on 
critical public policy issues in Wisconsin. To that extent, our limitations only apply to commissioning of 
work and direct delivery of a commissioned study. 
 

 Attachment 3 are website printouts 


